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SUBJECT: SPANISH PLANS FOR SAHARA 

1. DURING CONVERSATION WITH POREIGN MINISTER CORTINA ON 
OTHER MATTERS OCTOBER 7, WE BRIEFLY DISCUSSED SAHARA SITUA- 
TION. REPERRING TO PREVIOUS COMMENTS BY CORTINA REGARDING 
SPANISH INTENTION TO LEAVE SAHARA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, I 
ASKED CORTINA WHETHER GOS HAD FIXED ANY TIME PERIOD POR 
SPANISH WITHDRAWAL. 

2. CORTINA REPLIED THAT AS USG KNEW SPAIN DESIRED TO GET 
OUT OP SAHARA AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE, BUT WITH NATIONAL 
HONOR AND PRIDE IN TACT. SPAIN EXPECTED THAT UNGA WOULD AT 
THIS YEAR'S SESSION FIX DATE POR A REPERENDUM ON THE 
SAHARA AND THIS, IN TURN, WOULD ESTABLISH TIME FRAME POR 
SPANISH WITHDRAWAL. CORTINA EMPHASIZED THAT IN ORDER POR 
THIS PROCEDURE TO BE CARRIED OUT, IT WAS ESSENTIAL THAT 
SITUATION IN SAHARA AND IN AREA REMAIN TRANQUIL. 
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